The Pondera Arts Council has been involved with a number
of things during this past year. Of course there are all the
programs and theatre activities. Some of the programs
were very well attended and a few others saw some small
crowds.
We were thrilled with the wonderful crowds flocking to the
delightful presentations of “Desperate Farmwives,”
cosponsored by PAC and the Pondera Players.
We were disappointed by the small crowd for the Mud Bay
Jugglers and learned that we need to be in conversation
with the schools so that we don’t both schedule programs
on the same day.
We tried something new with the Monday night Classic
Western Movie Series. The success of the series has led
to planning the presentation of another series. Check out
an article in this newsletter to see what the series is and
when the movies will be shown.
PAC was pleased to be able to bring Shakespeare In the
Parks back to Conrad. We hope that you enjoyed their
presentation. We have requested that they put us on their
schedule in 2016.
This year PAC had the privilege to present our first
scholarship to a graduating senior who has been involved
in the arts. Look in the newsletter for an article about the
scholarship.
One of the biggest expenditures for PAC this year has been
for the purchase of air conditioning for the theatre. This
expense has made the summer experience of the theatre’s
presentations far more comfortable.
While talking about funds, we were very disappointed when
our request for a grant from the Montana Cultural

Trust was turned down. We have previously received funds
from them and that has helped significantly in being able to
present various programs. The disappointment was eased
when we were given the opportunity to apply for a Public Value
Partnership grant and we were delighted to be informed that
this grant was approved.
The Orpheum Theatre/PAC web site has been updated and a
number of additional items are there.
Check it out at
conradorpheum.com.
We are pleased that the city of Conrad has deeded the
Orpheum Theatre back to PAC. Having full ownership of the
Theatre may increase our expenses but will look better in the
process of applying for grants.
The PAC Board has begun more serious discussion and
planning about putting an addition on the theatre building. We
have become aware that we need a dressing room and
preparation areas for the acts brought to the theatre. Currently
a search is under way for organizations that may grant us
funds to accomplish this project.
We are very grateful to those businesses and individuals who
funded the Summer Matinee and Shakespeare In the Parks
programs this year. Our community depends on these gifts so
that we may have programs locally.
As I said we are grateful for financial support. However, our
ability to continue to provide quality programing for this region,
the ability to promote the arts, and the necessity to maintain the
Orpheum Theatre depends on the continuing support of this
community and region. Please do what you can, when you
can.
If you have any questions or suggestions for PAC, please feel
free to contact me or any board member.
—Timothy Toeset

February 14, 2015 Missoula Children’s
Theater and Conrad youth presented
"The Princess and the Pea". It is simply
amazing what they accomplish in one
week!
Children who hardly speak
during auditions become regular
thespians under the tutelage of the
directors. One student even performed
with a broken ankle!
Pondera Arts Council will once again be
sponsoring a production by Missoula
Children's Theatre next spring. We have scheduled "Pinocchio" for the week of April 11-16. Auditions will be held Monday, and
rehearsals will be Monday through Friday. Saturday will be dress rehearsal and two performances. Show times are 3:00 and
5:30. All Conrad young people, kindergarten through senior in high school, are welcome to audition. There are parts for 50-60
youth including student directors.
The total residency fee is $2400 which includes three workshops for the students in our school system. We are so fortunate to
be able to give our youth an opportunity to participate in this wonderful activity.
—Jan Carter
“Whoever neglects the arts when he is young has lost the past and is dead to the future.”
—Sophocles

Pondera Players performed RUMPLESTILTSKIN at the
Orpheum Theater the first weekend in August.
Sponsored by the PAC, the production continues the
summer theater program started four years ago.
An
additional plus,
Stephanie Burleigh, a 1999 Valier High
School graduate, wrote this adaptation for the stage. Her
plays have been performed to various audiences in Montana
and California. The play was well received, with over 150
“kids of all ages” attending the performances over the three
days. A lucky few were selected by the cast to join them on
stage to help with the show.
The story should have been familiar
to all. Julia, young daughter of Carl
and Alice, must impress the King by
doing the impossible task of spinning
straw into gold. In desperation, she
is helped by an impish little man to
satisfactorily complete the tasks, but

at a steep price. Unless she can guess the man’s name, she
must surrender her first born. With the help of her maid, the
Narrator, and the audience, she discovers the man’s name,
and all live happily ever
after.
Community members were
in rehearsal for 8 weeks to
bring the story to the stage.
Kira Mills played the
Narrator, Vanessa Bucklin
played Julia Miller who
must impress the King, played by Jake Bender.
Frank
Balsinger played the title character.
Jamie Miller, Quinton
Schauer, and Spencer Coyle played the remaining members
of the Miller family. The Maid was played by Claire Bucklin.
The PAC and Pondera Players are anticipating keeping the
summer program alive, and, perhaps even offering a summer
drama camp for our community youth. —Wayne Reynolds

Gift Idea for any occasion!
Looking for a special gift? Gift certificates to the Orpheum Theatre’s movie showings make an easy
and wonderful gift for Christmas, birthday, anniversary or any occasion. Certificates are available at
the theatre.

Remember the “good ole days” when movies had plots and
good actors? Well, so does Pondera Arts Council (PAC).
The Classic Western Movie Series at the Orpheum last
March was so well received it’s been decided to have another
go at it this fall.
In March, at each of the classic western movies, a different
host dressed in western regalia to add to the ambience.
That, plus the amazingly user-friendly price of
$1 (also a nod to the “good ole days”), created
a party atmosphere throughout the entire
crowd. To add to the fun, the concession bar
was stocked with sarsaparilla which seemed to
infuse a John-Wayne-like swagger to all who
imbibed. The hilarity continued with each ticket
holder being issued a Bingo card after the

movie. With no weekly winners, the pot was rather nice for
the drawing on the last night of the 4-week series. What a fun
way to spend an otherwise boring Monday night!
The tentative schedule for the fall series is:
October 26
Young Frankenstein
November 2 Singin’ in the Rain
November 9 Operation Petticoat
November 16 The Bishop’s Wife
All Classic Movies are only $1 and all movies in the series
start at 7:00 PM. Once again we will play Bingo after the
movie.
For more information about PAC or the Orpheum Theater,
check out the website at conradorpheum.com.
—Sue

Sheldon

PAC and the Schools
This spring PAC awarded it’s first Arts Scholarship. It was with great pleasure that we awarded our
first Arts Scholarship in the amount of $500.00 to Molly Gianarelli. Congratulations to Molly on her
graduation from Conrad High School and best wishes for a wonderful college experience! We hope
that she continues to maintain her interest in the arts.
To further enhance communication between the schools and PAC, we are endeavoring to establish a
school liaison, a non-voting board position. This position would be for a high school student who
would attend our monthly board meetings and present information pertaining to school arts activities.
The purpose of this is to ensure that the PAC is aware of school programming so as not to schedule
conflicts, but also in order that we can promote and support the activity. The liaison would also assist
in promoting PAC activities at the schools. It is hoped that through the liaison, the PAC can be more active in its support of
artistic activities at the school, and that students would take a greater interest in the many opportunities provided by the PAC to
enjoy the arts in our community.
—Wayne Reynolds
Civilizations are not remembered by their business people, their bankers or lawyers. They're remembered by the arts.
— Eli Broad

Leaves are falling and the weather will soon be changing.
The PAC concert season is emerging with many exciting
programs.
On Sunday afternoon, October 11, at 2 PM Halladay Quist
and her father, the ever popular Rob Quist,
are appearing at the Orpheum. Halladay is
establishing herself as one who sings from
jazzy blues to electric bluegrass rock and
even opened for the Doobie Brothers. Rob
is an icon known as a Musical and Cultural
Ambassador for the state of Montana. A
singer, guitarist, banjo player and award-winning songwriter,
Quist is one of the first honorees inducted into the University
of Montana “Hall of Honors.” He is considered to have
captured the spirit of the West in his music.

Oct 11

2 PM - Halladay and Rob Quist

Nov 15

2 PM - Judy & the Divine Bovines

Dec 3-6

Willy Wonka at Conrad High School
Auditorium

Jan 17

2 PM - 14th Street Quartet & Bob McKinnon

Feb 4, 5, 6

7 PM - Desperate Farm Wives

Apr 16

3 & 5:30 PM - Pinocchio at Conrad High
School Auditorium

May 19-22
June 4

So You Think You Can Sing: Verse 2
7 PM - Wylie & the Wild West (Whoop-Up)

Summer programs to be scheduled:

-Shakespeare in the Park
Judy Williams and her friend are
coming to the Orpheum with a truly
-Youth Play
humorous program titled the “Udderly
Divine Bovines.” Songs featured, some familiar and others original, are from a cow’s point of view. This
sounds hilarious! This concert will be held on Sunday, November 15 at 2 PM.
Pondera Players are putting on a delightful show titled “Willy Wonka” December 3 through 6 at the Conrad High School
auditorium. PAC is pleased to promote things done by Pondera Players as part of the promotion of the arts in our region. Ask
a member of the Pondera Players for more information.
Winter is now in the air and PAC is scheduling a “hot program” featuring the “14th Street Men’s Quartet.” They are barber
shoppers who have a wide repertoire and were recently featured at a Red Hat state convention. The other half of this program
will contain stunning banjo music by Bob McKinnon. Bob’s son Chris may possibly join him. These two performed here many
years ago to rave reviews. This combined concert will be held Sunday, January 17.
Phyllis Ann Philipps’ unforgettable show “Desperate Farm Wives” will be repeated February 4, 5, and 6. This previously sold
out show will be a reprise, coming back by popular demand. Many people have already said they’re going to see it again.
The Missoula Children’s Theater production of “Pinocchio” will be held twice at the Conrad High School
auditorium on April 16. The MCT musical productions are performed world-wide and are recognized for
their professional standards. See another article in the newsletter for more information.
Watch for details and dates of Phyllis Ann Philipps’ new blockbuster show, “So You Think You Can
Sing: Verse 2.” Like the original “Verse One” this is a parody of “American Idol.” Produced a few years ago, the director noted
that the first version was sold out. The audience was enthralled and truly felt it was an exceptional performance. The show will
be May 19-22.
The last concert of the regular season is Saturday June 4 at 7 PM during the Whoop-Up weekend. PAC’s
entertainment is “Wylie and The Wild West” band. All who live in Conrad know the local yodeler, Wylie Gustafson, is
an exceptional talent.
There will be two summer programs still to be scheduled. One is Shakespeare in the Park and the other will be
another summer theater production cosponsored by PAC and the Pondera Players.
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Unless otherwise indicated, all performances are at the Orpheum Theatre. Ticket prices for all the programs are: Adults - $15;
Students - $8. We hope to see you at many of these programs.
—Helen Elliott

After a long absence, Montana Shakespeare In the Parks (MSIP) returned to Conrad!
We were delighted to again host the touring group which is an outreach of Montana
State University’s College of Arts and Architecture. The professional actors in the
company presented Shakespeare’s “The Taming of the Shrew” adapted to a western
setting. The Conrad audience brought their chairs and blankets to delightedly
experience the entertaining presentation of classis Shakespearian comedy. We are
very grateful for the support of various sponsors which made it possible to again bring
Shakespeare to Conrad. This fall MSIP will be coming to town with the Montana
Shakespeare in the Schools program, presenting “The Merchant of Venice” at the high
school on November 19.

“Art washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life.”

― Pablo Picasso

It’s hard to believe it is the time of year to report in the newsletter again.
We had another successful season with the Summer Matinee. We went back to doing eight weeks of movies instead of six.
Our total attendance for the summer was 454 adults/children making an average of 57 people per matinee. Some of the
movies shown during the Summer Matinee include “Annie,” “How to Train your Dragon 2,” Night at the Museum: Secret of the
Tomb,” and “Home.” Thanks to the sponsors who enabled us to continue the Summer Matinee program!
The Theatre will once again be working with the elementary schools’ after school program as well as the middle school and the
Advance Reading Program. We also will see the elementary schools at Christmas for their annual Christmas movie just before
school lets out for the Christmas break.
The block buster movies shown at the Orpheum Theatre this past year included: “American Sniper,” “Home,” and “Minions.“
Some of the up-coming movies are: “War Room” (PG), “The Maze Runner: The Scorch Trials” (PG-13), and “Star Wars: The
Force Awakens” (PG-13).

—Shelba Buffum

We’re looking forward to seeing you at the Movies!!

Check out the Orpheum on line at: www.conradorpheum.com/

Rhubarb Festival
The Rhubarb Festival during Whoop-Up Days raises funds that
are used for the scholarship PAC gives to a Pondera County
graduate. This year 114 pies were made and
after expenses almost $950 was raised
towards the scholarship. The largest rhubarb
leaf contest was won by Monica Tomayer.
Diane Walker from Ulm won the dessert
contest with her beautiful lattice-top rhubarb pie
and a delicious cobbler. Jennifer Baringer won in the “other”
category with a rhubarb-blueberry sauce. Thanks to Bonnie
Flesch for organizing the project this year.

You can also find us on Facebook!

Memorial Program
A gift in memory of a loved one or friend or a gift in honor
of your living friend or loved one is a wonderful way to
provide a tribute to that individual. Those gifts help
support PAC in its encouragement of the arts in this area.
To make your tax deductible gift please contact the
PAC treasurer, Cheryl Tornga. An
In Lov
acknowledgment will be sent to the
ing
Memor
person or family that you indicate. Your
y
of
gifts will help ensure a future of quality
arts programs in Pondera county. Also
remember PAC in your estate planning.
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